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Before You Read
Get Ready for Sally’s Summer Surprise
In Sally and the Summer Surprise, Sally works hard all school year and earns a place on the Honor Roll. Her family celebrates her effort, kindness, and determination with a very special surprise: a white-and-black puppy named Patches. Sally soon learns that caring for a puppy takes responsibility, patience, gentleness, love, and practice. 
Before reading, think about school, summer, surprises, pets, and what it means to care for someone else.

1. Look at the Title
The title of the book is:
Sally and the Summer Surprise
What do you think the surprise might be?
☐ A puppy
☐ A trip
☐ A new book
☐ A family celebration
☐ A new responsibility
☐ Something unexpected
My prediction:




2. Look at the Cover
The cover shows Sally with a white-and-black puppy. Mom and Mark are smiling in the background, and the scene feels bright, warm, and happy.
What do you notice on the cover?
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
How do you think Sally feels on the cover?
☐ Happy
☐ Surprised
☐ Proud
☐ Excited
☐ Loving
☐ Curious
Why do you think she feels this way?




3. Make a Prediction
The Table of Contents includes chapters such as “The Last Report Card,” “A Surprise at Home,” “Patches Finds His Paws,” “The Backyard Adventure Course,” “The Lost Leash Mystery,” “Patches Meets the Neighborhood,” and “The Big Dog Show Surprise.” 
Choose one chapter title.
Chapter title I chose:

I think this chapter will be about:




4. What Do You Know About Puppies?
Write or draw what you already know.
	Puppy Question
	My Answer

	What does a puppy need every day?
	______________________________

	What can puppies learn?
	______________________________

	Why do puppies need patience?
	______________________________

	What are puppies sometimes messy about?
	______________________________

	How can children help care for a puppy?
	______________________________



5. Vocabulary Preview
These words may help you understand the story.
	Word
	Kid-Friendly Meaning

	Honor Roll
	A special recognition for strong schoolwork and effort

	Determination
	Keeping going even when something is hard

	Responsibility
	Taking care of something or someone in a dependable way

	Surprise
	Something unexpected that happens or is given

	Puppy
	A young dog

	Patience
	Waiting calmly or helping without giving up

	Gentle
	Careful, soft, and kind

	Consistency
	Doing something the same way again and again

	Training
	Teaching a person or animal how to do something

	Progress
	Getting better little by little

	Neighborhood
	The area where people live near each other

	Courage
	Trying something even when it feels new or hard



6. Vocabulary Practice
Choose three vocabulary words and use each one in a sentence.
Word 1: ___________________________
Sentence:


Word 2: ___________________________
Sentence:


Word 3: ___________________________
Sentence:



7. Story Clues
Sally earns the Honor Roll because of her hard work, kindness, determination, and curious heart. Later, she receives Patches, a puppy who teaches her that love and responsibility go together. 
Use these clues to answer the questions.
What kind of student do you think Sally is?


Why might a puppy be both fun and hard work?


What do you think Sally will learn during the summer?



8. Responsibility Warm-Up
Patches is a wonderful surprise, but Mom and Mark remind Sally that puppies need food, water, walks, training, patience, and love. 
Check the choices that show responsibility.
☐ Feed a puppy at the right time.
☐ Give a puppy fresh water.
☐ Take a puppy outside.
☐ Teach a puppy gently.
☐ Clean up accidents without giving up.
☐ Use patience when a puppy makes mistakes.
☐ Keep shoes and homework away from puppy teeth.
☐ Help even when it is not the fun part.
One responsible thing I can do is:



9. Feelings Warm-Up
At the beginning of the story, Sally feels nervous about her report card, proud when she earns the Honor Roll, and excited when she learns a surprise is waiting. 
How might Sally feel before opening her report card?
☐ Nervous
☐ Hopeful
☐ Excited
☐ Worried
☐ Proud
How might Sally feel when she meets Patches?
☐ Surprised
☐ Happy
☐ Loving
☐ Excited
☐ Responsible
A time I felt proud was:



10. Before Reading Discussion Prompt
Talk with a partner, parent, teacher, or group.
Simple Discussion Prompt:
Why does caring for a pet require both love and responsibility?
My answer:




11. Pet Care Prediction Chart
What do you think Sally will need to do for Patches?
	Pet Care Job
	My Prediction

	Feeding Patches
	______________________________

	Taking Patches outside
	______________________________

	Teaching Patches rules
	______________________________

	Helping Patches meet people
	______________________________

	Being patient with mistakes
	______________________________

	Playing with Patches
	______________________________



12. My Reading Goal
Before I read Sally and the Summer Surprise, I want to learn about:
☐ Sally earning the Honor Roll
☐ The summer surprise
☐ Patches the puppy
☐ Puppy training
☐ Responsibility
☐ Patience
☐ Friendship
☐ Family
☐ Kindness
☐ Courage
☐ Something else: ___________________________
My reading goal:



Teacher or Parent Discussion Questions
1. What do you think Sally’s summer surprise will be? 
2. Why is Sally proud at the beginning of the story? 
3. What does it mean to earn something through hard work? 
4. Why might Mom and Mark want Sally to understand responsibility before getting a puppy? 
5. What does a puppy need every day? 
6. Why do puppies need patience and gentle teaching? 
7. What do you think Sally will learn from Patches? 
8. How can a surprise become a new beginning?

