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Before You Read
Thomas and the School Bully is a story about courage, kindness, standing up for others, asking for help, and learning that even small actions can make a big difference at school. The book introduces Thomas, a child who faces hurtful words and learns that quiet courage can help change the world around him. 

1. Look at the Cover
Study the cover of the book before reading.
What do you notice first?


How do you think Thomas feels on the cover?
☐ Happy
☐ Nervous
☐ Lonely
☐ Worried
☐ Brave
☐ Unsure
What clues on the cover make you think that?


Who else do you notice on the cover?



2. Make a Prediction
A prediction is a thoughtful guess about what might happen in a story.
I think this story will be about:



I think Thomas may have a problem with:
☐ Making friends
☐ A school bully
☐ Feeling lonely
☐ Speaking up
☐ Asking for help
☐ Being brave
What do you think Thomas will learn by the end of the story?



3. Think About the Title
The title of the book is Thomas and the School Bully.
What does the word “bully” make you think about?


What questions do you have before reading?
1. 
2. 
3. 

4. Vocabulary Preview
Read the words below. These words will help you understand the story.
	Word
	Kid-Friendly Meaning

	Bully
	Someone who hurts, teases, or scares others on purpose

	Courage
	Being brave enough to do the right thing

	Kindness
	Treating others with care and respect

	Teasing
	Saying something that may hurt or embarrass someone

	Respect
	Treating someone like they matter

	Lonely
	Feeling alone or left out

	Include
	To welcome someone and let them join

	Empathy
	Understanding or caring about how someone else feels

	Safe
	Protected from harm or fear

	Stand up
	To speak or act when something is wrong



5. Vocabulary Practice
Choose three vocabulary words and use each one in a sentence.
Word 1: ___________________________
Sentence:


Word 2: ___________________________
Sentence:


Word 3: ___________________________
Sentence:



6. Before Reading Discussion Prompt
Talk with a partner, parent, teacher, or small group.
Discussion Question:
What should someone do if they see another person being treated unkindly?
My thoughts:




7. Personal Connection
Think about a time when someone showed kindness at school, at home, or in your community.
One kind thing I have seen someone do is:


How did that kindness help someone?



8. Reader’s Promise
Before I read, I promise to:
☐ Pay attention to how Thomas feels
☐ Notice acts of kindness
☐ Think about what courage means
☐ Look for ways characters solve problems
☐ Remember that everyone deserves respect
My reader’s promise:



Teacher or Parent Discussion Questions
1. What do you think Thomas may be worried about? 
2. What does it mean to stand up for yourself? 
3. Why can hurtful words be painful? 
4. Who are trusted adults students can talk to if they need help? 
5. How can one kind action change someone’s day? 

