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Story Comprehension
Understanding Sally’s Summer Adventure
In Sally and the Summer Surprise, Sally learns that a wonderful surprise can also become a big responsibility. After earning the Honor Roll, she receives a white-and-black puppy named Patches and begins a summer filled with patience, kindness, puppy training, problem-solving, teamwork, courage, and love. 

1. Characters
Write the names of the important characters in the story.
Main character:

Sally’s puppy:

Sally’s mom:

Sally’s stepdad:

Sally’s teacher:

Friends, neighbors, or classmates:



2. Setting
A setting is where and when a story happens.
Where does the story take place? Check all that apply.
☐ School
☐ Sally’s home
☐ Sally’s backyard
☐ The neighborhood
☐ The park
☐ A rainy-day indoor fort
☐ A school reading event
☐ A community pet show
The story happens during:
☐ Winter
☐ Spring
☐ Summer
☐ Fall
Write one sentence about the setting:



3. Beginning of the Story
At the beginning of the story, Sally is waiting for her final report card. She feels nervous, but she also remembers how hard she worked all year. Mrs. Carter congratulates Sally for making the Honor Roll because of her hard work, kindness, determination, and curious heart. 
What important school event happens at the beginning of the book?


How does Sally feel before receiving her report card?
☐ Nervous
☐ Excited
☐ Hopeful
☐ Proud
☐ Worried
Why does Mrs. Carter praise Sally?



4. The Last Report Card
Sally learns that big successes grow from small efforts repeated again and again. She realizes that her spelling practice, math work, reading, and kind choices all mattered. 
What award or recognition does Sally receive?

What small efforts helped Sally succeed?


What lesson does Sally learn from earning the Honor Roll?



5. A Surprise at Home
Mom and Mark tell Sally that her surprise is wonderful, but it will also need patience, gentleness, and responsibility. Sally discovers a tiny white puppy with black spots in a basket with a blue ribbon. She names him Patches. 
What surprise does Sally receive?

What does the puppy look like?


Why does Sally name him Patches?



6. Puppy Rules
Mom and Mark explain that Patches will need food, water, outside time, training, patience, and love. Sally learns that puppies are sweet, but they are also a lot of work. 
Name three things Patches needs.
1. 
2. 
3. 
Why do puppies need patience?


What does Sally promise to do?



7. Patches Finds His Paws
Patches wakes Sally, chews shoelaces, learns to go outside, has puppy energy, and makes mistakes while learning. Sally begins to understand that caring for someone means helping them learn, even when they make mistakes. 
What funny puppy problems happen in this chapter?
☐ Patches chews shoelaces.
☐ Patches tries to chew the leash.
☐ Patches has an accident.
☐ Patches gets the zoomies.
☐ Patches steals a sock.
☐ Patches learns everything perfectly right away.
What does Sally learn about responsibility?



8. The Backyard Adventure Course
Sally creates a backyard obstacle course for Patches using cones, boxes, tunnels, and chalk arrows. Patches does not do everything perfectly, but Sally encourages him and learns that progress takes practice and positivity. 
What does Sally build for Patches?


How does Sally help Patches when he makes mistakes?


What lesson does this chapter teach?



9. The Lost Leash Mystery
During a family walk to the park, Sally accidentally leaves Patches’s leash behind after stopping for ice cream. She retraces her steps and asks others for help. 
What problem happens in this chapter?


How does Sally solve the problem?


What does Sally learn about staying calm?



10. Patches Meets the Neighborhood
Sally introduces Patches to neighbors, friends, and other dogs. Patches feels shy around unfamiliar faces and loud places, so Sally helps him feel safe. 
How does Patches feel when meeting new people and dogs?

How does Sally help him?


What does this chapter teach about friendship?



11. The Rainy-Day Puppy Problem
A stormy afternoon keeps Sally and Patches inside with too much energy. Sally creates indoor puppy games, story time, and a blanket fort adventure. 
What problem does the rainy day cause?


How does Sally solve the problem creatively?


What does Sally learn about creativity?



12. Patches and the School Reading Day
Sally’s school hosts a summer reading event. Sally brings Patches to the outdoor reading picnic, and Patches becomes an unexpected star. Sally discovers that stories and pets can bring people together. 
What event does Sally attend?

Why does Patches become special at the event?


What does this chapter teach about stories?



13. The Big Dog Show Surprise
The town holds a community pet show, and Sally enters Patches in the “Best Trick” category. Patches does not perform perfectly, but his playful personality and Sally’s encouragement win over the crowd. 
What contest does Sally enter Patches in?

Does Patches perform perfectly?
☐ Yes
☐ No
What matters more than being perfect?



14. Sally’s Summer Promise
As summer winds down, Sally thinks about everything she and Patches have learned together: responsibility, patience, teamwork, kindness, courage, and joy. She promises to keep growing, learning, and caring for others. 
What lessons does Sally learn by the end of the summer?
☐ Responsibility
☐ Patience
☐ Teamwork
☐ Kindness
☐ Courage
☐ Joy
☐ Giving up
☐ Perfection
What promise does Sally make?



15. Main Problem
What is one main challenge Sally faces in the story?
☐ Sally does not want summer vacation.
☐ Sally must learn how to care for Patches with patience, responsibility, and love.
☐ Patches never causes any problems.
☐ Sally does not like animals.
Explain your answer:




16. Important Events
Number the events in the correct order.
_____ Sally enters Patches in a community pet show.
_____ Sally earns the Honor Roll.
_____ Sally creates a rainy-day blanket fort and indoor games.
_____ Sally receives a puppy named Patches.
_____ Sally and Patches attend a school reading day.
_____ Sally builds a backyard adventure course.
_____ Sally promises to keep growing and caring for others.
_____ Sally helps Patches learn puppy rules.
_____ Sally loses and finds Patches’s leash.
_____ Sally helps Patches meet the neighborhood.

17. Character Understanding
Sally
Three words that describe Sally:
1. 
2. 
3. 
Sally is responsible because:


Sally is kind because:


Sally grows during the story by learning:



Patches
Three words that describe Patches:
1. 
2. 
3. 
Patches is playful because:


Patches needs patience because:



18. Match the Chapter to the Lesson
	Chapter or Event
	Lesson Sally Learns

	The Last Report Card
	______________________________

	A Surprise at Home
	______________________________

	Patches Finds His Paws
	______________________________

	The Backyard Adventure Course
	______________________________

	The Lost Leash Mystery
	______________________________

	Patches Meets the Neighborhood
	______________________________

	The Rainy-Day Puppy Problem
	______________________________

	Patches and the School Reading Day
	______________________________

	The Big Dog Show Surprise
	______________________________

	Sally’s Summer Promise
	______________________________


Lesson choices:
Hard work matters.
Love and responsibility go together.
Puppies need patience and practice.
Progress takes encouragement.
Staying calm helps solve problems.
Friendship can grow slowly.
Creativity can make a hard day better.
Stories can bring people together.
Doing your best matters more than being perfect.
Growing means continuing to care and learn.

19. Ending of the Story
At the end of the story, Sally carries the lessons of her summer into the new school year. With Patches waiting faithfully at home, Sally begins the year with confidence, compassion, and a deeper understanding that every day offers another chance to learn, care, and grow. 
How does the story end?



How has Sally changed by the end of the story?




20. Short Answer Questions
Answer in complete sentences.
1. Why is Sally proud at the beginning of the story?


2. Why is Patches more than just a gift?


3. What does Sally learn when Patches makes mistakes?


4. How does Sally show patience?


5. What does the story teach about responsibility?



21. My Favorite Part
My favorite part of the story was:


I liked this part because:



The lesson from this part is:



Teacher or Parent Answer Guide
Possible answers may include:
Characters: Sally, Patches, Mom, Mark, Mrs. Carter, classmates, neighbors, and community members.
Setting: School, Sally’s home, backyard, neighborhood, park, reading event, pet show, and summer family settings.
Beginning: Sally earns the Honor Roll after a year of hard work, kindness, and determination.
Middle: Sally receives Patches and learns that puppy care includes feeding, outside time, training, patience, cleaning up mistakes, and encouragement.
Main problem: Sally must learn that caring for a puppy is joyful but also requires responsibility, patience, gentleness, and consistency.
Ending: Sally looks back on a summer of growth and promises to keep learning, caring, and growing.
Main lesson: Love and responsibility go together, and growth happens one small effort at a time.

Teacher or Parent Discussion Questions
1. Why does Sally earn the Honor Roll? 
2. How does Sally feel when she meets Patches? 
3. Why do Mom and Mark talk to Sally about responsibility? 
4. What puppy problems does Patches create? 
5. How does Sally learn patience? 
6. How does Sally help Patches when he feels shy or confused? 
7. What does Sally learn from the lost leash problem? 
8. Why does Patches not need to be perfect at the pet show? 
9. How does Sally grow during the summer? 
10. What lesson from Sally and Patches can students use in their own lives?

