Story Comprehension Activity Page
Thomas and the School Bully
Name: ___________________________
Date: ___________________________

Story Comprehension
After reading Thomas and the School Bully, answer the questions below. These questions will help you think about the characters, setting, problem, important events, and ending of the story.
The story follows Thomas as he learns about hurtful words, courage, asking for help, including others, and how kindness can change a school. The book’s chapter list shows Thomas’s journey from “The First Day Surprise” through “The Kindness That Changed the School.” 

1. Characters
Who is the main character in the story?


Name three other characters in the story.
1. 
2. 
3. 
Who is Max?


Who is Whiskers?


Which character did you like the most? Why?




2. Character Traits
Choose words that describe Thomas.
☐ Brave
☐ Kind
☐ Nervous
☐ Helpful
☐ Thoughtful
☐ Mean
☐ Caring
☐ Responsible
☐ Afraid sometimes
☐ Strong in a quiet way
Write one sentence that describes Thomas:


What does Thomas learn about himself during the story?




3. Setting
Where does most of the story take place?


Name two places at school where important events happen.
1. 
2. 
Why is the playground important in the story?



Why is the lunchroom important in the story?




4. The Problem
Every story has a problem or challenge.
What problem does Thomas face at school?



How does Max treat Thomas at the beginning of the story?


How does Thomas feel when Max teases him?
☐ Happy
☐ Confused
☐ Embarrassed
☐ Hurt
☐ Angry
☐ Worried
☐ Lonely
☐ Brave
What clues from the story show how Thomas feels?




5. Understanding Bullying
In the story, Thomas begins to understand that some teasing is not harmless.
What is the difference between playful teasing and bullying?



Why can words hurt even if they do not leave a mark?



What should a student do if bullying feels too big to handle alone?



6. Important Events
Write what happens during these important parts of the story.
	Story Part
	What Happens?

	Thomas’s first day of school
	______________________________________________

	Max says hurtful words
	______________________________________________

	Thomas notices another student being picked on
	______________________________________________

	Thomas talks to a trusted adult
	______________________________________________

	Thomas stands up for himself
	______________________________________________

	Thomas includes someone at lunch
	______________________________________________

	Students begin standing up for each other
	______________________________________________

	The school becomes kinder
	______________________________________________



7. Asking for Help
Thomas learns that asking for help can be brave.
Who does Thomas talk to when the problem feels too big?

Why was talking to an adult a good choice?



How does Thomas feel after he shares the problem?


Who is a trusted adult you could talk to if you needed help?


8. Standing Up
Thomas learns to stand up for himself and others in a calm, clear way.
What does Thomas say or do when he stands up for himself?


How does Thomas stand up for another student?



Was standing up easy or hard for Thomas? Explain.




9. Friendship and Inclusion
Thomas learns that including others can make a big difference.
Who does Thomas invite or include in the story?


How does sitting with someone or inviting someone to play help them feel less alone?



What does the story teach about friendship?




10. Understanding Max
The story shows that Max makes unkind choices, but it also helps readers understand that people can have feelings and struggles others may not see.
Does understanding Max mean his bullying was okay?
☐ Yes
☐ No
Explain your answer:



What does Thomas learn about people who hurt others?



How can someone be kind while still standing up for what is right?




11. The Ending
How does the school begin to change near the end of the story?



What do the kindness posters say? Write one example.


How does Thomas feel at the end of the story?
☐ Proud
☐ Hopeful
☐ Stronger
☐ Peaceful
☐ Lonely
☐ Encouraged
☐ Afraid
☐ Happy
Why does Thomas feel this way?




12. Main Idea
What is Thomas and the School Bully mostly about?



Choose the best main idea:
☐ Thomas learns that school is always easy.
☐ Thomas learns that courage, kindness, and asking for help can make school safer.
☐ Thomas learns that it is better to ignore everyone.
☐ Thomas learns that only adults can solve problems.

13. Lesson of the Story
Check the lessons that match the story.
☐ Hurtful words can make people feel small.
☐ Asking for help can be brave.
☐ Standing up for others matters.
☐ Everyone deserves kindness and respect.
☐ Friends can help us feel stronger.
☐ Bullying is okay if someone is joking.
☐ Small acts of courage can create big change.
☐ Understanding someone does not mean excusing bad behavior.
The most important lesson I learned is:




14. Short Answer Review
Answer each question in one or two sentences.
Who was the story about?

Where did the story happen?

What was the main problem?


What did Thomas do to help solve the problem?


How did the story end?



15. My Favorite Part
My favorite part of the story was:



I liked this part because:



This part made me feel:
☐ Happy
☐ Sad
☐ Hopeful
☐ Brave
☐ Proud
☐ Thoughtful
☐ Surprised
☐ Other: ___________________________

Teacher or Parent Discussion Questions
1. What problem does Thomas face at school? 
2. How does Thomas change from the beginning to the end of the story? 
3. Why is it important that Thomas talks to a trusted adult? 
4. How does Thomas help Eli, Leo, or Sam feel less alone? 
5. What does the story teach about standing up for others? 
6. Why does the story show that Max may be struggling too? 
7. How does kindness spread across the school? 
8. What is one small act of kindness students can practice today? 

Teacher or Parent Answer Guide
Possible answers may include:
Main character: Thomas.
Other characters: Max, Eli, Leo, Sam, Maya, Whiskers, Thomas’s mom, and Thomas’s teacher.
Setting: Thomas’s school, especially the playground, classroom, cafeteria, and home.
Main problem: Thomas and other students are hurt by Max’s teasing and bullying.
Important actions: Thomas talks to his teacher, stands up calmly, includes lonely students, and helps others feel brave.
Ending: The school becomes kinder as students begin standing up for each other and choosing inclusion.
Main lesson: Quiet courage, kindness, and asking for help can make a big difference.

