Vocabulary Builder Activity Page
Sally and the Summer Surprise
Name: ___________________________
Date: ___________________________

Vocabulary Builder
Words from Sally and Patches’s Summer Adventure
In Sally and the Summer Surprise, Sally earns the Honor Roll, receives a puppy named Patches, and learns about responsibility, patience, kindness, courage, teamwork, creativity, and caring for others. 
Use this page to learn important words from the story.

1. Vocabulary Word List
	Word
	Kid-Friendly Definition

	Honor Roll
	A special recognition for doing well in school

	Determination
	Keeping going even when something is hard

	Responsibility
	Taking care of someone or something dependably

	Surprise
	Something unexpected

	Puppy
	A young dog

	Patience
	Staying calm while waiting or helping

	Gentle
	Careful, soft, and kind

	Consistency
	Doing something the same way again and again

	Training
	Teaching a person or animal how to do something

	Progress
	Getting better little by little

	Encourage
	To help someone feel brave or keep trying

	Neighborhood
	The area where people live near each other

	Creativity
	Using imagination to make or solve something

	Courage
	Trying even when something feels hard or scary

	Promise
	Something you say you will do



2. Match the Word to the Meaning
Draw a line from each word to its meaning.
	Word
	Meaning

	Responsibility
	Staying calm and not giving up

	Patience
	Taking care of something or someone

	Puppy
	A young dog

	Encourage
	To help someone keep trying

	Progress
	Getting better little by little

	Courage
	Trying even when something feels hard

	Creativity
	Using imagination

	Promise
	Something you say you will do



3. Vocabulary in the Story
Sally earns the Honor Roll because of her hard work, kindness, determination, and curious heart. Later, Mom and Mark surprise Sally with Patches, a white-and-black puppy who teaches her that love and responsibility go together. 
Complete the sentences.
1. Sally made the __________________________ because she worked hard in school. 
2. Patches is a white-and-black __________________________. 
3. Taking care of Patches teaches Sally __________________________. 
4. Sally needs __________________________ when Patches makes mistakes. 
5. Patches makes __________________________ as he learns new things. 
6. Sally shows __________________________ when she tries new challenges. 

4. Word: Honor Roll
Definition: A special recognition for strong schoolwork, effort, and good choices.
In the story: Sally earns the Honor Roll after a year of hard work, kindness, determination, and curiosity. 
Write the word:
Honor Roll: ______________________________________
Use it in a sentence:


Draw someone feeling proud of an achievement:




5. Word: Determination
Definition: Keeping going even when something is hard.
Sally shows determination when:


Use determination in a sentence:


Draw determination:




6. Word: Responsibility
Definition: Taking care of someone or something in a dependable way.
In the story: Sally learns that Patches needs food, water, outside time, training, patience, and love. 
A responsibility Sally has is:

One responsibility I have is:

Use responsibility in a sentence:


Draw responsibility:




7. Word: Patience
Definition: Staying calm, waiting, and trying again without giving up.
Patches chews, zooms, has accidents, and needs the same lesson more than once. Sally learns that puppies need patience and practice. 
Sally needs patience when:

I need patience when:

Use patience in a sentence:


Draw patience:




8. Word: Gentle
Definition: Careful, soft, and kind.
A gentle action is:
☐ Speaking softly
☐ Petting carefully
☐ Helping someone calmly
☐ Yelling when someone makes a mistake
Use gentle in a sentence:


Draw someone being gentle with Patches:




9. Word: Consistency
Definition: Doing something the same way again and again so learning can happen.
In the story: Sally learns that Patches needs repeated lessons, gentle teaching, and practice.
Consistency helps Patches because:


Use consistency in a sentence:


Draw consistency:




10. Word: Training
Definition: Teaching a person or animal how to do something.
Patches needs training to learn:
☐ Sit
☐ Walk with a leash
☐ Go outside
☐ Not chew shoelaces
☐ Use gentle puppy manners
Use training in a sentence:


Draw Sally training Patches:




11. Word: Progress
Definition: Getting better little by little.
Sally builds a backyard adventure course for Patches. Patches stumbles and gets distracted, but Sally keeps encouraging him. Together, they learn that progress takes practice and positivity. 
Patches makes progress when:


I make progress when:


Use progress in a sentence:


Draw progress:




12. Word: Encourage
Definition: To help someone feel brave, hopeful, or willing to keep trying.
Sally encourages Patches by:


Someone encouraged me when:


Use encourage in a sentence:


Draw encouragement:




13. Word: Neighborhood
Definition: The area where people live near each other.
Patches meets Sally’s neighbors, friends, and other dogs. Sally helps him feel safe and welcome. 
People or places in a neighborhood might include:
☐ Friends
☐ Neighbors
☐ Dogs
☐ Parks
☐ Sidewalks
☐ Homes
☐ Stores
☐ Schools
Use neighborhood in a sentence:


Draw a neighborhood scene:




14. Word: Creativity
Definition: Using imagination to make something new or solve a problem.
On a rainy day, Sally and Patches are stuck inside. Sally creates indoor puppy games, story time, and a blanket fort adventure. 
Sally shows creativity when:

I show creativity when:

Use creativity in a sentence:


Draw a creative rainy-day activity:




15. Word: Courage
Definition: Trying something even when it feels new, hard, or scary.
Sally shows courage when she helps Patches learn, solves problems, brings him to a reading day, and enters him in a community pet show. 
Sally shows courage when:

I show courage when:

Use courage in a sentence:


Draw courage:




16. Word: Promise
Definition: Something you say you will do.
At the end of the story, Sally promises to keep growing, learning, and caring for others—one adventure at a time. 
Sally’s promise is about:
☐ Growing
☐ Learning
☐ Caring
☐ Giving up
☐ Trying again
☐ Helping others
My promise:
I promise to _____________________________________

Draw your promise:




17. Fill in the Blank
Use words from the vocabulary list.
1. Sally felt proud when she made the __________________________. 
2. Patches needed food, water, training, and __________________________. 
3. Sally had to use __________________________ when Patches made mistakes. 
4. The backyard adventure course helped Patches make __________________________. 
5. Sally used __________________________ to make rainy-day puppy games. 
6. Patches met people and dogs in the __________________________. 
7. Sally showed __________________________ when she entered Patches in the pet show. 
8. A __________________________ is something you say you will do. 

18. Choose the Best Word
Circle the best vocabulary word for each sentence.
1. Sally kept trying even when schoolwork was hard.
determination / neighborhood / puppy 
2. Patches is a young dog.
promise / puppy / courage 
3. Sally teaches Patches using kind practice.
training / surprise / Honor Roll 
4. Sally helps Patches feel brave and keep trying.
encourage / progress / consistency 
5. Sally uses imagination during the rainy day.
creativity / responsibility / puppy 
6. Sally takes care of Patches every day.
responsibility / surprise / neighborhood 

19. Vocabulary Sort
Sort the words into the correct category.
Words:
Honor Roll, puppy, patience, courage, responsibility, neighborhood, creativity, progress, training, promise, determination, gentle
	School Words
	Pet Care Words
	Character Lesson Words

	__________________
	__________________
	__________________

	__________________
	__________________
	__________________

	__________________
	__________________
	__________________

	__________________
	__________________
	__________________



20. My Favorite Vocabulary Word
My favorite word from this page is:

It means:


I chose this word because:


My sentence:



Teacher or Parent Extension
Have students choose three words and create a mini “Sally and Patches Vocabulary Book.”
Each page can include:
☐ The vocabulary word
☐ A kid-friendly definition
☐ A sentence from the student
☐ A drawing
☐ A real-life example

Teacher or Parent Discussion Questions
1. What does responsibility mean in this story? 
2. Why does Sally need patience with Patches? 
3. How does Patches make progress? 
4. How does Sally encourage Patches? 
5. What does courage look like in the story? 
6. How does creativity help Sally on a rainy day? 
7. Why is a promise important at the end of the story? 
8. Which vocabulary word best describes Sally?

