Vocabulary Builder Activity Page
Thomas and the School Bully
Name: ___________________________
Date: ___________________________

Vocabulary Builder
Good readers notice important words in a story. In Thomas and the School Bully, vocabulary words help readers understand feelings, friendship, courage, bullying, kindness, and standing up for others.
The story teaches that hurtful words can make someone feel small, but courage, kindness, and asking for help can make a school feel safer and more welcoming. 

1. Vocabulary Word List
	Word
	Kid-Friendly Definition

	Bully
	Someone who hurts, teases, scares, or embarrasses others on purpose

	Courage
	Being brave enough to do what is right, even when it feels hard

	Kindness
	Treating others with care, respect, and gentleness

	Teasing
	Saying or doing something that may make another person feel hurt or embarrassed

	Respect
	Treating someone like they matter

	Lonely
	Feeling alone, left out, or without a friend nearby

	Include
	To welcome someone and let them join

	Empathy
	Caring about how another person feels

	Confidence
	Believing in yourself and your choices

	Trusted Adult
	A grown-up who can help, listen, and keep children safe

	Stand Up
	To speak or act when something is unfair or wrong

	Responsibility
	Doing what is right and helping keep yourself and others safe



2. Match the Word to Its Meaning
Draw a line to match each word with its meaning.
	Word
	Meaning

	Courage
	Treating someone like they matter

	Respect
	Being brave enough to do what is right

	Include
	Caring about how someone else feels

	Empathy
	To welcome someone and let them join

	Bully
	Someone who hurts or scares others on purpose

	Lonely
	Feeling alone or left out



3. Fill in the Blank
Use the word bank to complete each sentence.
Word Bank:
kindness — courage — bully — include — respect — lonely — empathy — trusted adult
1. Thomas shows __________________ when he sits with someone who is alone. 
2. It takes __________________ to speak up when something feels scary. 
3. A __________________ may use hurtful words or actions. 
4. Thomas chooses to __________________ classmates who feel left out. 
5. Everyone at school deserves __________________. 
6. Eli feels __________________ when he sits by himself near the fence. 
7. __________________ means caring about how another person feels. 
8. Thomas talks to a __________________ when the problem feels too big to carry alone. 

4. Use the Word in a Sentence
Choose five vocabulary words. Write each word in a sentence.
Word 1: ___________________________
Sentence:


Word 2: ___________________________
Sentence:


Word 3: ___________________________
Sentence:


Word 4: ___________________________
Sentence:


Word 5: ___________________________
Sentence:



5. Word Detective
Find three vocabulary words or important story words in Thomas and the School Bully. Write the word and explain how it connects to the story.
Word 1: ___________________________
This word connects to the story because:


Word 2: ___________________________
This word connects to the story because:


Word 3: ___________________________
This word connects to the story because:



6. Feelings Vocabulary
Some words help describe how Thomas, Eli, Leo, Sam, Max, and other characters feel.
Circle the feeling words.
	Nervous
	Backpack
	Hurt

	Lonely
	Playground
	Brave

	Included
	Cafeteria
	Worried

	Hopeful
	Teacher
	Proud

	Embarrassed
	Soccer Ball
	Safe


Choose one feeling word and explain when a character feels this way.
Feeling word: ___________________________
Character: ___________________________
This character feels this way when:



7. Bullying and Kindness Words
Sort the words into the correct column.
Words:
teasing — helping — including — laughing at someone — listening — name-calling — sharing — standing up — leaving someone out — encouraging
	Bullying or Unkind Words/Actions
	Kind Words/Actions

	______________________________
	______________________________

	______________________________
	______________________________

	______________________________
	______________________________

	______________________________
	______________________________

	______________________________
	______________________________



8. Word Families
Some words have related forms. Complete the chart.
	Word
	Related Word

	Kind
	___________________________

	Brave
	___________________________

	Friend
	___________________________

	Responsible
	___________________________

	Respect
	___________________________

	Include
	___________________________

	Safe
	___________________________

	Help
	___________________________



9. Synonyms
A synonym is a word that means almost the same thing.
Write a synonym for each word.
	Word
	Synonym

	Kind
	___________________________

	Brave
	___________________________

	Lonely
	___________________________

	Helpful
	___________________________

	Afraid
	___________________________

	Calm
	___________________________

	Respectful
	___________________________

	Proud
	___________________________



10. Draw the Word
Choose one vocabulary word and draw a picture that shows what it means.
The word I chose is: ___________________________
My drawing shows this word because:


Drawing Space:







11. Vocabulary Reflection
Choose one word from the story that you think is very important.
Important word: ___________________________
This word is important because:



This word connects to Thomas because:



This word connects to the lesson of the story because:




Teacher or Parent Answer Guide
Match the Word to Its Meaning
· Courage — Being brave enough to do what is right 
· Respect — Treating someone like they matter 
· Include — To welcome someone and let them join 
· Empathy — Caring about how someone else feels 
· Bully — Someone who hurts or scares others on purpose 
· Lonely — Feeling alone or left out 
Fill in the Blank
1. kindness 
2. courage 
3. bully 
4. include 
5. respect 
6. lonely 
7. empathy 
8. trusted adult 
Possible Word Family Answers
	Word
	Related Word

	Kind
	Kindness

	Brave
	Bravery

	Friend
	Friendship

	Responsible
	Responsibility

	Respect
	Respectful

	Include
	Inclusion

	Safe
	Safety

	Help
	Helpful


Possible Sorting Answers
	Bullying or Unkind Words/Actions
	Kind Words/Actions

	teasing
	helping

	laughing at someone
	including

	name-calling
	listening

	leaving someone out
	sharing

	
	standing up

	
	encouraging



Teacher or Parent Discussion Questions
1. Which vocabulary word best describes Thomas? 
2. Which word best describes what Thomas learns? 
3. Why is “empathy” important in this story? 
4. How are “courage” and “kindness” connected? 
5. What word would you use to describe the school at the end of the story? 
6. How can students use these words in real life?

