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Before You Read
Get Ready for Lily’s Summer Farm Adventure
In Lily and the Summer Farm, Lily travels to Maple Hill Farm to spend the summer with Grandpa Jim. She feels excited, but also nervous, because she has never spent a whole summer on a farm before. She brings a small folded paper turtle that reminds her of Ben, her brave and kind friend who taught her that even small acts of kindness can matter. 
Before reading, think about farms, family, memories, kindness, courage, and trying new things.

1. Look at the Title
The title of the book is:
Lily and the Summer Farm
What do you think this book will be about?
☐ A girl visiting a farm
☐ Learning from Grandpa Jim
☐ Taking care of animals
☐ Planting a garden
☐ Trying new things
☐ Remembering someone special
☐ Helping neighbors
☐ Learning kindness and responsibility
My prediction:




2. Think About the Setting
Most of the story takes place on Maple Hill Farm, where Lily sees fields, fences, a barn, animals, gardens, and quiet country roads. Lily has never fed chickens, gathered eggs, planted vegetables, or helped with early morning farm chores before. 
What do you think Lily might see on the farm?
☐ Chickens
☐ A garden
☐ A barn
☐ A wagon
☐ Vegetables
☐ A birdhouse
☐ A farm stand
☐ A sunset
One thing I know about farms is:


One thing I wonder about farms is:



3. Prediction Questions
Answer before reading.
1. Why do you think Lily feels nervous about spending the summer on the farm?


2. What do you think Grandpa Jim will teach Lily?


3. What farm job do you think Lily might try?


4. How might Lily show kindness on the farm?


5. What lesson do you think Lily will learn by the end of the story?



4. Important Story Clues
Lily carries a small folded paper turtle because it reminds her of Ben. Ben loved turtles, stars, logbooks, and helping whenever he could. Before he passed away, he taught Lily that small acts of kindness could matter more than anyone realized. 
What do you think the paper turtle might mean in the story?
☐ A memory
☐ A promise
☐ A reminder of kindness
☐ A toy
☐ A symbol of courage
☐ A connection to Ben
My answer:




5. Chapter Prediction
Choose one farm event you think might happen in the story.
☐ Lily feeds chickens.
☐ Lily gathers eggs.
☐ Lily plants vegetables.
☐ Lily helps an animal feel safe.
☐ Lily rides in a farm wagon.
☐ Lily fixes something broken.
☐ Lily helps a neighbor.
☐ Lily goes to a farm fair.
☐ Lily watches the last sunset of summer.
I chose:

I think this will happen because:



6. Vocabulary Preview
Read each word and definition.
	Word
	Meaning

	Farm
	A place where people grow food or care for animals

	Barn
	A farm building used for animals, tools, hay, or supplies

	Chores
	Jobs that need to be done regularly

	Garden
	A place where flowers, fruits, or vegetables grow

	Vegetable
	A plant or part of a plant people can eat

	Wagon
	A cart used to carry people or things

	Neighbor
	A person who lives nearby

	Birdhouse
	A small house made for birds

	Farm stand
	A place where farm food is shared or sold

	Courage
	Trying something even when you feel unsure

	Responsibility
	Taking care of what needs to be done

	Compassion
	Caring about how someone or something feels

	Kindness
	Helping, caring, or doing something thoughtful

	Memory
	Something remembered from the past

	Lesson
	Something a person learns from an experience



7. Vocabulary Practice
Choose the best word to complete each sentence.
Word Bank:
farm, barn, chores, garden, wagon, neighbor, courage, kindness, responsibility, memory
1. Lily goes to spend the summer on a __________________________. 
2. A __________________________ is a building often found on a farm. 
3. Farm jobs that need to be done are called __________________________. 
4. Lily may help plant vegetables in a __________________________. 
5. A farm __________________________ can carry baskets, vegetables, or people. 
6. A person who lives nearby is a __________________________. 
7. Trying something new can take __________________________. 
8. Helping others shows __________________________. 
9. Taking care of jobs shows __________________________. 
10. Lily’s paper turtle is connected to a special __________________________. 

8. Feelings Warm-Up
Lily is excited to see Grandpa Jim, but she is also nervous because the farm is new to her. She wonders what it will be like to be in a place Ben loved so much. 
How might Lily feel at the beginning of the story?
☐ Excited
☐ Nervous
☐ Curious
☐ Sad
☐ Hopeful
☐ Unsure
☐ Brave
☐ Thoughtful
Why might Lily feel more than one feeling at the same time?




9. Courage Warm-Up
Grandpa Jim invites Lily to try new things on the farm, including riding along in the farm wagon to deliver vegetables to neighbors. Lily feels unsure, but she decides to try and discovers that new experiences can lead to confidence and joy. 
Check the choices that show courage.
☐ Trying a new farm chore
☐ Asking Grandpa Jim for help
☐ Riding in the wagon even if it feels new
☐ Helping a neighbor
☐ Saying, “I feel nervous”
☐ Giving up before trying
☐ Pretending nothing is hard
☐ Taking one slow step at a time
One brave thing I can try is:



10. Kindness Warm-Up
In the story, Lily learns that kindness can look like helping neighbors, caring for animals, repairing something meaningful, and doing work no one asked her to do. She helps Grandpa Jim bring vegetables to others and learns that helping does not have to be grand or complicated. 
Check the choices that show kindness.
☐ Helping someone carry a basket
☐ Sharing food with someone who needs it
☐ Caring for an animal gently
☐ Fixing something that matters to someone
☐ Helping before being asked
☐ Ignoring someone who needs help
☐ Leaving chores for someone else
☐ Remembering someone with love
One kind thing I can do is:



11. Simple Discussion Prompt
Talk with a partner, parent, teacher, or group.
Discussion Question
Why can trying something new feel scary and exciting at the same time?
My answer:




12. My Reading Goal
Before I read Lily and the Summer Farm, I want to learn about:
☐ Lily
☐ Grandpa Jim
☐ Maple Hill Farm
☐ Ben’s memory
☐ Farm animals
☐ Gardening
☐ Helping neighbors
☐ Responsibility
☐ Courage
☐ Compassion
☐ Kindness
☐ Trying new things
My reading goal:



Teacher or Parent Discussion Questions
1. What do students already know about farms? 
2. Why might Lily feel nervous before arriving at Maple Hill Farm? 
3. What might the folded paper turtle symbolize? 
4. How can memories help someone feel connected to a person they miss? 
5. What kinds of jobs might children do safely on a farm? 
6. Why is trying something new an act of courage? 
7. How can helping a neighbor show kindness? 
8. What life lesson do students hope Lily learns during the summer? 

