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Lily and the Summer Farm
Name: _______________________________
Date: _______________________________

Parent/Teacher Discussion Guide
Simple Questions to Use After Reading
Use these questions after reading Lily and the Summer Farm to help children think about the story, the characters, and the lessons Lily learns during her summer at Maple Hill Farm.
These questions can be used for classroom discussion, homeschool lessons, reading groups, family read-aloud time, or journal writing.

1. Story Understanding Questions
1. Where does Lily spend the summer? 

2. Who does Lily stay with at Maple Hill Farm? 

3. How does Lily feel when she first arrives at the farm? 

4. What are some new things Lily learns to do on the farm? 


5. What animals does Lily help or learn about in the story? 


6. What important lessons does Lily learn during the summer? 



2. Character Questions
1. How would you describe Lily at the beginning of the story? 


2. How does Lily change by the end of the story? 


3. What kind of person is Grandpa Jim? 


4. How does Grandpa Jim help Lily learn without making her feel bad? 


5. Why is Ben’s memory important to Lily? 


6. What does Lily learn from remembering Ben? 



3. Setting Questions
1. What is Maple Hill Farm like? 


2. What parts of the farm do you remember from the story? 
☐ Barn
☐ Garden
☐ Pasture
☐ Farm wagon
☐ Birdhouse
☐ Farm fair
☐ Sunset fields
☐ Other: _______________________________
3. How does the farm help Lily learn and grow? 


4. Would you like to visit Maple Hill Farm? Why or why not? 



4. Feelings Questions
1. Why does Lily feel nervous at the beginning of the story? 


2. When does Lily feel brave? 


3. When does Lily feel proud? 


4. When does Lily feel sad or thoughtful? 


5. How do Lily’s feelings change from the beginning to the end? 



5. Kindness Questions
1. What is one kind thing Lily does in the story? 


2. How does Lily show kindness to animals? 


3. How does Lily show kindness to people? 


4. How does Lily show kindness by caring for memories? 


5. What small act of kindness could you do today? 



6. Responsibility Questions
1. What responsibilities does Lily have on the farm? 


2. Why are chores important on a farm? 


3. What does Lily learn about trying her best? 


4. What responsibilities do you have at home or school? 


5. How can responsibility help a person grow? 



7. Courage Questions
1. What does Lily do even though she feels unsure? 


2. How does Lily show courage when Clover gets loose? 


3. Why does trying something new take courage? 


4. What is one brave thing you have done? 


5. What does the story teach about being brave? 



8. Patience Questions
1. What does Lily learn from planting seeds? 


2. Why do plants take time to grow? 


3. How is growing a garden like learning a new skill? 


4. What is something you have to be patient with? 


5. What does the story teach about waiting and growing? 



9. Caring for Others Questions
1. How does Lily help Rosie during the storm? 


2. How does Lily help Mrs. Miller? 


3. Why is it important to notice when someone needs help? 


4. What does compassion mean? 


5. How can you show compassion to a person, animal, or friend? 



10. Memory and Love Questions
1. How does Lily remember Ben during the story? 


2. Why is the birdhouse special? 


3. What does Lily learn about love and memory? 


4. How can someone honor a person they love? 


5. What does the story teach about carrying kindness forward? 



11. Main Lesson Questions
1. What do you think is the main message of Lily and the Summer Farm? 


2. Which lesson was most important to you? 
☐ Kindness
☐ Responsibility
☐ Patience
☐ Courage
☐ Compassion
☐ Caring for others
☐ Remembering someone special
☐ Trying new things
Why did you choose this lesson?


3. How can you use this lesson in your own life? 



12. Discussion Starters for Groups
Use these questions for classroom, homeschool, or family discussion.
1. Why do new places sometimes feel both exciting and scary? 
2. How can adults help children feel safe when they are learning something new? 
3. Why does Lily keep trying even when she feels unsure? 
4. How does helping others help Lily grow? 
5. What does Grandpa Jim teach Lily without using a classroom? 
6. How can nature, animals, and gardens teach life lessons? 
7. Why do small acts of kindness matter? 
8. What does the ending of the story make you feel? 
9. How is Lily different after her summer at the farm? 
10. What is one thing you want to remember from Lily’s story? 

13. Quick Response Prompts
Students can answer these aloud or in writing.
One thing Lily learned was:

One kind thing Lily did was:

One brave thing Lily did was:

One responsibility Lily had was:

One way Grandpa Jim helped Lily was:

One lesson I can use in my life is:


14. Family Connection
Ask students to discuss these questions with a parent, grandparent, or family member.
1. What is one responsibility you had when you were young? 
2. Did you ever visit a farm, garden, or special family place? 
3. Who taught you an important life lesson? 
4. What is one act of kindness you remember? 
5. What is one family memory that still matters to you? 
Something I learned from my family discussion:




Teacher or Parent Extension
After discussion, invite students to choose one question and turn it into a short written response.
Writing Prompt:
The most important lesson Lily learns in Lily and the Summer Farm is _______________________________. She learns this when ________________________________________________. This lesson matters because ________________________________________________. I can use this lesson in my own life by ________________________________________________.

