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Parent/Teacher Discussion Guide
Simple Questions for After Reading
Use these questions after reading Thomas Loves His Cat. These prompts help children talk about the story, understand Thomas and Whiskers’ friendship, and connect the book’s lessons to kindness, patience, comfort, responsibility, and caring for animals.
In this book, Thomas welcomes a tiny gray kitten named Whiskers into his home and heart. Through small everyday adventures, Thomas learns that friendship grows through patience, gentle care, empathy, trust, and quiet companionship. 

1. Story Understanding Questions
1. Who is the story about? 
2. What kind of pet does Thomas get? 
3. What is the kitten’s name? 
4. Where does most of the story take place? 
5. What are some adventures Thomas and Whiskers share? 
6. How does Thomas’s friendship with Whiskers grow during the book? 

2. Character Questions
1. How would you describe Thomas? 
2. How would you describe Whiskers? 
3. How does Mom help Thomas understand how to treat Whiskers? 
4. How does Dad add fun to Thomas and Whiskers’ playtime? 
5. Which character did you like best? Why? 
6. What makes Whiskers special to Thomas? 

3. Beginning of the Story Questions
1. How does Thomas feel while waiting for Whiskers to come home? 
2. Why does Mom tell Thomas to be patient? 
3. Why is it important for Thomas to move gently and speak softly? 
4. How does Whiskers act when he first arrives? 
5. When does Thomas begin to realize Whiskers may become his best friend? 

4. Pet Care Questions
1. What does a new kitten need to feel safe? 
2. How does Thomas show gentle care toward Whiskers? 
3. Why should children move slowly around small animals? 
4. Why should children never scare, grab, pull, or chase a pet roughly? 
5. What are some responsible ways to care for a pet? 
6. What should someone do if a pet is scared or hiding? 

5. Kindness Questions
1. How does Thomas show kindness to Whiskers? 
2. How does Thomas help Whiskers when he gets stuck under the refrigerator? 
3. How does Thomas speak to Whiskers when Whiskers is nervous? 
4. How does Whiskers show kindness to Thomas? 
5. What is one kind thing you can do for a pet, friend, or family member? 

6. Feelings Questions
1. How does Thomas feel when Whiskers first comes home? 
2. How does Thomas feel when he cannot find Whiskers in the kitchen? 
3. How does Whiskers probably feel under the refrigerator? 
4. How does Thomas feel on the rainy day? 
5. How does Thomas feel when Whiskers curls up beside him? 
6. How does Thomas feel when his homework is difficult? 
7. How does Whiskers help Thomas feel better? 

7. Responsibility Questions
1. What does responsibility mean in this story? 
2. How does Thomas show responsibility when Whiskers gets stuck? 
3. How do Thomas and Mom show responsibility after the yarn ball chase? 
4. Why is cleaning up after a mess important? 
5. How can caring for a pet help someone grow more responsible? 
6. What is one responsibility you have at home, school, or with an animal? 

8. Patience Questions
1. Why does Thomas need patience when Whiskers first comes home? 
2. Why might a kitten need time to explore a new home? 
3. How does Thomas show patience when Whiskers is scared or stuck? 
4. How does Thomas show patience when Whiskers wants to play? 
5. When do you need patience in your own life? 

9. Friendship Questions
Thomas and Whiskers become best friends through small moments like playing, snuggling, helping, listening, and resting together. At bedtime, Thomas tells Whiskers, “You’re my best friend,” and Whiskers answers with a deep, steady purr. 
1. How do Thomas and Whiskers become friends? 
2. What do they enjoy doing together? 
3. How does Whiskers comfort Thomas? 
4. How does Thomas make Whiskers feel safe? 
5. What makes someone a good friend? 
6. Can a pet be a best friend? Why or why not? 

10. Comfort Questions
1. What does comfort mean? 
2. How does Whiskers comfort Thomas on the rainy day? 
3. How does Whiskers comfort Thomas when he feels blue? 
4. Why can sitting quietly with someone be helpful? 
5. What helps you feel better when you are sad, worried, or frustrated? 
6. How can you comfort someone else? 

11. Playfulness Questions
The book includes playful moments such as the midnight moth chase, the yarn ball chase, the wiggly red dot, and hide-and-seek. 
1. Which playful scene was the funniest? 
2. Why does Whiskers like to chase things? 
3. How does Thomas show kindness during play? 
4. How can children play safely with pets? 
5. What game would you like to play with Whiskers? 

12. Nature and Respect Questions
In the backyard butterfly adventure, Thomas helps Whiskers learn that sometimes it is better to watch something beautiful than catch it. 
1. What does Whiskers want to chase in the backyard? 
2. What does Thomas decide they should do instead? 
3. Why is watching the butterfly a kind choice? 
4. How can we show respect for animals, insects, and nature? 
5. What is something beautiful outside that you like to watch? 

13. Main Lesson Questions
1. What is the main idea of Thomas Loves His Cat? 
2. What does Thomas learn from Whiskers? 
3. What does Whiskers teach Thomas about comfort? 
4. What does the story teach about kindness? 
5. What does the story teach about patience? 
6. What does the story teach about love? 
7. What does the story mean when it shows that love does not have to be loud? 

14. Personal Connection Questions
1. Have you ever had a pet or wished for a pet? 
2. What animal do you feel connected to? 
3. Have you ever comforted someone who felt sad? 
4. Have you ever been comforted by a pet, stuffed animal, friend, or family member? 
5. Have you ever had to be gentle with something small? 
6. What is one quiet moment that made you feel happy or safe? 

15. Quick Discussion Prompts
Use these for shorter conversations.
My favorite part was:

Thomas was kind when:

Whiskers was playful when:

Whiskers comforted Thomas by:

Thomas showed responsibility when:

One lesson I learned was:


16. Creative Follow-Up Questions
1. If Thomas and Whiskers had one more adventure, what would it be? 
2. Where would the adventure happen? 
3. What would Whiskers do? 
4. What would Thomas learn? 
5. What would the title of the new chapter be? 
6. How would the new adventure end? 

17. Parent/Teacher Reflection
After discussing the story, adults may use these prompts to reflect on the child’s understanding.
The student understood the story best when discussing:
☐ Characters
☐ Setting
☐ Story events
☐ Feelings
☐ Pet care
☐ Kindness
☐ Friendship
☐ Comfort
☐ Main lesson
☐ Personal connections
The student connected most strongly with:
☐ Thomas
☐ Whiskers
☐ Mom
☐ Dad
☐ The rainy day scene
☐ The playful scenes
☐ The homework scene
☐ The bedtime ending
A follow-up activity that would help this student is:
☐ Drawing a favorite scene
☐ Retelling the story in order
☐ Writing a letter to Whiskers
☐ Completing a kindness challenge
☐ Completing a pet care checklist
☐ Making a friendship chart
☐ Discussing gentle animal care

Closing Question
What is one lesson from Thomas and Whiskers that you can use today?

