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Story Comprehension
Characters, Setting, Problem, Events, and Ending
In Lily and the Summer Farm, Lily spends the summer at Maple Hill Farm with Grandpa Jim. The farm is peaceful and beautiful, but it is also full of reminders of Ben, whose kindness still lives on through small acts of care. As Lily helps with animals, plants seeds, gathers vegetables, repairs a birdhouse, and learns from Grandpa Jim, she discovers lessons about responsibility, courage, compassion, kindness, patience, healing, and love. 

1. Characters
Write the names of the important characters in the story.
Main character:

Grandfather figure:

The friend Lily remembers:

A goat from the farm:

A young calf from the farm:

A neighbor Lily helps:

Other characters or animals:



2. Setting
The setting is where and when a story happens.
Where does most of the story take place?
☐ The beach
☐ Maple Hill Farm
☐ A school
☐ A city park
The farm includes:
☐ A barn
☐ A garden
☐ A goat pen
☐ A pasture
☐ A birdhouse
☐ A farm wagon
☐ A farm fair
☐ A turtle painted on the farm sign
Write one sentence about the setting:



3. Beginning of the Story
At the beginning, Lily travels to Grandpa Jim’s farm for the summer. She brings a backpack with a notebook, colored pencils, books, a flashlight, her favorite sweater, and a folded paper turtle that reminds her of Ben. Lily is excited to see Grandpa Jim, but she is also nervous because she has never spent a whole summer on a farm before. 
How does Lily feel at the beginning of the story?
☐ Excited
☐ Nervous
☐ Curious
☐ Unsure
☐ Thoughtful
☐ Brave
Why does Lily feel nervous?


What special object does Lily carry with her?



4. The Main Problem
What is one main problem Lily faces in the story?
☐ Lily does not want to learn anything.
☐ Lily is learning how to try new things, handle big feelings, remember Ben, and grow through responsibility, courage, and kindness.
☐ Lily refuses to visit Grandpa Jim.
☐ Lily does not like animals or gardens.
Explain your answer:




5. Chapter One: A Summer at Grandpa Jim’s Farm
Lily arrives at Grandpa Jim’s farm unsure of what the summer will bring. The farm has animals, gardens, wide-open fields, and quiet reminders of Ben. Grandpa Jim welcomes Lily and tells her the farm has a way of teaching lessons when a person is willing to listen. 
Where does Lily go for the summer?

Who welcomes Lily?

What does Grandpa Jim say the farm can do?



6. Chapter Two: The First Morning Chores
Lily wakes early to help with farm chores. She learns to feed chickens, fill water buckets, sweep the barn, and gather eggs. At first, she worries about doing everything perfectly, but Grandpa Jim helps her understand that responsibility begins with showing up and trying her best. 
What chores does Lily try?
☐ Feeding chickens
☐ Filling water buckets
☐ Sweeping the barn
☐ Gathering eggs
☐ Painting a school bus
What does Lily worry about?


What does Grandpa Jim teach her about responsibility?



7. Chapter Three: Clover Gets Loose
When Clover the goat slips through a loose gate, Lily feels nervous. Grandpa Jim teaches her to stay calm and guide Clover back safely without frightening her. Lily learns that courage does not always mean rushing in; sometimes it means thinking clearly and moving carefully. 
Who gets loose?

How does Lily feel?

What does Grandpa Jim help Lily do?


What lesson does Lily learn about courage?



8. Chapter Four: Seeds Beneath the Soil
Grandpa Jim gives Lily her own small row in the garden. She plants seeds, waters them, pulls weeds, and waits for signs of growth. When sprouts appear, Lily learns that some important things grow quietly, little by little. 
What does Grandpa Jim give Lily?

What does Lily do in the garden?


What does Lily learn from the seeds?



9. Chapter Five: The Calf in the Storm
During a summer thunderstorm, Lily notices Rosie, a young calf, trembling near the barn door. This moment teaches Lily compassion and the importance of helping others feel safe. 
Who is Rosie?

What is happening when Lily sees Rosie?


How might Rosie feel?

What does Lily learn about compassion?



10. Chapter Six: Trying Something New
Grandpa Jim invites Lily to ride along in the farm wagon as he delivers vegetables to neighbors. Lily feels unsure because she has never done anything like it before, but she decides to try. Along the way, she discovers that new experiences may feel uncomfortable at first, but they can lead to confidence and joy. 
What new thing does Lily try?

Why does Lily feel unsure?


What does Lily discover about new experiences?



11. Chapter Seven: The Broken Birdhouse
After a windy afternoon, Lily finds an old birdhouse broken near the fence. Grandpa Jim tells her Ben once helped paint it, so Lily repairs it, adds fresh straw, and learns that kindness can also mean caring for memories. 
What does Lily find broken?

Why is the birdhouse special?


How does Lily help?


What does this teach Lily about kindness?



12. Chapter Eight: Mrs. Miller’s Garden
When Mrs. Miller needs help picking vegetables before the rain comes, Lily goes with Grandpa Jim to lend a hand. Lily learns that helping others does not have to be grand or complicated. Sometimes kindness looks like carrying baskets, sharing time, and doing work no one asked you to do. 
Who needs help?

What job does Lily help with?


What does Lily learn about kindness?



13. Chapter Nine: The Farm Fair
Lily prepares a basket of vegetables, a drawing of the farm, and a handmade sign for the town farm fair. She worries that her work will not be as good as everyone else’s, but Grandpa Jim reminds her that effort matters more than prizes. At the fair, Lily feels proud because she tried something new and followed through. 
What three things does Lily prepare for the farm fair?
1. 
2. 
3. 
What does Lily worry about?


What does Grandpa Jim remind her?



14. Chapter Ten: The Last Sunset of Summer
On Lily’s final evening at the farm, she sits beside Grandpa Jim as the sun sets over the fields. They talk about the animals, the garden, the lessons she learned, and the quiet ways Ben’s memory still lives on. Lily leaves the farm with a fuller heart, carrying responsibility, courage, compassion, and kindness with her. 
Who sits with Lily during the last sunset?

What do they talk about?


What lessons does Lily carry with her?



15. Epilogue: One Slow Step at a Time
After Lily returns home, she receives a letter and photographs from Grandpa Jim showing that her garden, Rosie, and the repaired birdhouse are still growing. Lily realizes that the farm’s lessons have followed her home and that kindness, courage, and love can continue to grow anywhere. 
What does Lily receive from Grandpa Jim?

What is still growing at the farm?


What does Lily realize?



16. Important Events
Number the events in the correct order.
_____ Lily helps Mrs. Miller pick vegetables before the rain.
_____ Lily arrives at Maple Hill Farm.
_____ Lily repairs Ben’s old birdhouse.
_____ Lily learns to do her first morning chores.
_____ Lily sits with Grandpa Jim during the last sunset of summer.
_____ Clover the goat gets loose.
_____ Lily prepares for the farm fair.
_____ Lily plants seeds in her own garden row.
_____ Lily comforts Rosie during a storm.
_____ Lily rides in the farm wagon to deliver vegetables.
_____ Lily receives a letter from Grandpa Jim after going home.

17. Beginning, Middle, and End
Complete the chart.
	Part of the Story
	What Happened?

	Beginning
	______________________________________________

	Middle
	______________________________________________

	End
	______________________________________________



18. Character Understanding
Lily
Three words that describe Lily:
1. 
2. 
3. 
Lily is responsible when:


Lily is brave when:


Lily is kind when:



Grandpa Jim
Three words that describe Grandpa Jim:
1. 
2. 
3. 
Grandpa Jim helps Lily by:



Ben
Ben is important to the story because:


Ben’s memory helps Lily remember:



19. Match the Event to the Lesson
	Story Event
	Lesson Lily Learns

	Lily does morning chores.
	______________________________

	Clover gets loose.
	______________________________

	Lily plants seeds.
	______________________________

	Rosie trembles during the storm.
	______________________________

	Lily rides in the wagon.
	______________________________

	Lily repairs the birdhouse.
	______________________________

	Lily helps Mrs. Miller.
	______________________________

	Lily prepares for the farm fair.
	______________________________

	Lily leaves Maple Hill Farm.
	______________________________

	Lily receives Grandpa Jim’s letter.
	______________________________


Lesson choices:
Responsibility begins with showing up and trying.
Courage can mean staying calm and moving carefully.
Growth can happen quietly, little by little.
Compassion means helping others feel safe.
Trying something new can lead to confidence and joy.
Kindness can mean caring for memories.
Kindness can be simple, steady, and helpful.
Effort matters more than prizes.
Important lessons can be carried home.
Kindness, courage, and love can keep growing anywhere.

20. Ending of the Story
At the end of the story, Lily leaves Maple Hill Farm with her journal, Ben’s gloves, flowers from her garden, and a heart full of lessons. She understands that love does not disappear; it grows quietly in the good things people keep doing. 
How does Lily feel when she leaves the farm?


How has Lily changed by the end of the story?



What is one lesson Lily takes home?



21. Short Answer Questions
Answer in complete sentences.
1. Why is Maple Hill Farm important to Lily?


2. How does Grandpa Jim help Lily learn?


3. What does Lily learn from Clover getting loose?


4. What does Lily learn from caring for her garden row?


5. How does Lily show compassion to Rosie?


6. Why is the broken birdhouse important?


7. What does Lily learn from helping Mrs. Miller?


8. What does the farm fair teach Lily about effort?


9. How does Ben’s memory continue to matter?


10. What does the story teach about kindness and love?



22. My Favorite Part
My favorite part of the story was:


I liked this part because:


The lesson from this part is:



Teacher or Parent Answer Guide
Possible answers may include:
Characters: Lily, Grandpa Jim, Ben, Lily’s mother, Clover the goat, Rosie the calf, Mrs. Miller, Walter the rooster, and other farm neighbors.
Setting: Maple Hill Farm, including the farmhouse, barn, garden, pasture, goat pen, birdhouse, farm wagon, Mrs. Miller’s garden, the town farm fair, and the sunset fields.
Beginning: Lily travels to Grandpa Jim’s farm feeling excited but nervous. She carries a folded paper turtle that reminds her of Ben.
Main problem: Lily is learning how to try unfamiliar things, handle nervous feelings, remember Ben with love, and grow through responsibility, courage, compassion, and kindness.
Middle: Lily learns chores, helps guide Clover safely, plants seeds, comforts Rosie in a storm, rides in the farm wagon, repairs Ben’s birdhouse, helps Mrs. Miller, and prepares for the farm fair.
Ending: Lily leaves Maple Hill Farm with a fuller heart. She understands that the lessons she learned on the farm can continue at home, and that love and kindness can keep growing through good actions.
Main lesson: Small acts of responsibility, courage, compassion, and kindness can grow quietly into something meaningful.

Teacher or Parent Discussion Questions
1. Why does Lily feel nervous at the beginning? 
2. How does Grandpa Jim help Lily feel safe and capable? 
3. What does the folded paper turtle symbolize? 
4. What does Lily learn from doing farm chores? 
5. Why does Clover’s escape teach courage? 
6. How is planting seeds like learning life lessons? 
7. How does Lily show compassion to Rosie? 
8. Why is repairing the birdhouse an act of kindness? 
9. What does Mrs. Miller’s garden teach Lily about helping others? 
10. How does Lily carry Ben’s memory forward?

